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recently given up eating the flesh of animals that have
died. There are four professional beggars in Jaithana,
and many more come from outside. But their power of
extortion is not what it was. 'If we don't give, they
curse us* We used to fear them for this, but now we
know that apart from God there is nothing.' A Chamar
woman acts as midwife for both villages.

In both villages, of all the subjects discussed the The Hissar
Hissar bull proved the most provocative. At first there Bull
was manifest reluctance to say anything against him.
But at Sikrawa, when the people realized that their real
opinion was wanted, there was a babel of voices, as if
a sluice had suddenly burst, and they all began giving
each other their reasons for disliking him. He was too
big for their cows; after covering ten or fifteen he got
slack; he was too sociable and would join company with
the other bulls of the neighbourhood: as many as
eight or nine would get together, and so many in one
village did a lot of damage. What about their offspring ?
I asked. They were not gentle (bhdle\ said some; not
beautiful (khubsurat\ said others. (Some word about
beauty is constantly coming into talk in this district.)
Their foreheads were too broad, their sheaths too long,
their appetites too large. At Jaithana, it was even
asserted, with, I think, some extravagance of statement,
that a four-year-old bullock of local breed would fetch
Rs.5<D more than one bred from a Hissar bull, 'They
are very bad,' said one outspoken critic, 'but it is an
order and we keep them.' In both villages the feeling
expressed was stronger than anything I have encoun-
tered on this tour, and opinion was unanimously in
favour of having a good bull of local breed. In
Muhammadan Jaithana, all the old cattle are going to
the butcher and rarely fetch more than five or six rupees
each, and never more than ten or twelve.

Shooting this evening, I noticed scores of rats having fats
their evening meal off a crop of rape. Some, sitting on
their haunches, were devouring it greedily on the spot;